Dear Student, Parent and Carer
I am writing to inform you about a new ALP Schools project and provide you with an
opportunity to give us a helping hand over the summer:
At the start of academic year 2016/17, Karen Mitchell from Pierview Academy approached
me with a project idea called Nurturing Through Nature. The idea was that we would obtain
a plot of land and start to deliver a “Learn to Grow” educational project. This would include
the following elements:
-

Creating allotments and growing a variety of vegetables, fruits and flowers.
Designing, creating and up-cycling garden furniture
Utilising enterprise skills to create desirable products
Cooking the produce
Selling the produce and products on local markets stalls and/or in a shop leased by
the school
Working towards recognised qualifications in the subject area
Creating opportunities for work experience and volunteering

A business plan was created and over recent months
Karen has been working on the project to try and make it
a success. She has managed to obtain three allotments
at the Abby Road site in Gravesend, DA12 1RE and
already the students have started to produce air plants
that they will soon be selling:
In a recent visit to the allotments I have recognised the
scale of the project and the time and effort that will be
required to make it a success but also to have it ready by
September for the new academic year. As a result, I am
calling upon all staff, students and parents to contribute
in the following ways:
1) We will be holding an Action Day on Friday 28th July 2017 from 11am – 6pm. The
aim will be to do as much work on clearing and preparing the allotments as
physically possible in one day. We welcome the support of staff, parents and
students. We are looking for volunteers to pitch in for as much or as little time as

you wish to give, from 20 minutes to the full day. If you are willing to help please just
attend on the day. Remember to consider the days weather conditions and dress
appropriately. If you do have tools at home that you think could help please feel free
to bring them along. We will be providing some light refreshment throughout the
day.
2) Secondly, we are looking for donations of anything garden related to help improve
and develop our allotment sites. This can be tools, equipment, packets of seeds or
anything you think could be turned into a raised bed or dividing section on the site.
Again, please arrange to bring these along on the day
In the new academic year students from both Pierview and Parkview Academy will have
access to this project and I hope it will become a huge part of the curriculum offer in both
schools.
I hope we can all support this project and ensure it success.
Many Thanks
David Cowell MBE BAhons MSc
ALP Schools – Managing Director
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